
From: Nick Calubaquib <nick.calubaquib@cityofwatsonville.org>

To: Nick Calubaquib <nick.calubaquib@cityofwatsonville.org> 

Cc: Matt Huffaker <matt.huffaker@cityofwatsonville.org>; Ari Parker 
<ari.parker@cityofwatsonville.org>

Sent: Monday, April 8, 2019 6:27 PM

Subject: City of Watsonville Integrated Pest Management Follow Up


Dear Community Member, 


You are receiving this email because you have expressed concern regarding the City's 
use of Roundup in public spaces and right of ways. Thank you for your continued 
interest. I would like to update you on the City's efforts in creating an Integrated Pest 
Management Program (IPM), that includes the use of pesticides, such as Roundup.


Over the past few months, we have been hard at work at gaining an understanding of 
our current pest management practices across our City Departments. In doing so, we 
are have discovered that the amount of Roundup that the City uses makes up less than 
4% of the total gallons used annually in Santa Cruz County for industrial and 
commercial purposes. That being said, the City is committed to ensuring that our 
community's residents feel safe and that we have aesthetically pleasing public spaces. 
We are also committing to achieving an overall reduction in the use of Roundup on City 
maintained areas. We further recognize that alternative methods of pest management 
generally require more resources in order to achieve the same levels of service. 
Knowing this, in order to achieve this reduction, we are proposing the following steps 
that we plan to present to the City Council during their meeting on April 23:


1. Suspend the use of Roundup in areas of high-visitation, while examining alternative 
practices to identify fiscal and operational impacts through a pilot study at several 
locations, including the River Levee, Bridge Street Medians, Ramsay Park and others. 
Pending Council approval, we are planning to begin this pilot starting on July 1st. 


2. Develop and IPM policy for the management of all pests. We plan to develop this 
and bring forward recommendations within the next fiscal year, once we have an 
understanding of the operational changes and costs associated with implementing 
alternative methods of pest management. 


Please feel free to reach out should you have any questions. Thank you again for your 
interest and support.

www.watsonvillerec.com

https://www.facebook.com/watsonvillerec/
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